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THE ONLY CHANCE THAT WE MAY 
LOSE THE WAR 

Germany is defeated. Her enemies know it. She 
knows it herself. She has played her last military 
card. When America entered the war Germany turned 
for help to Eussia, particularly to the Eussian Army, 
which she confidently counted on to help her overcome 
the increasing man-power against her along the western 
front. To her chagrin the Eussian army disbanded, the 
soldiers amusing themselves with sight-seeing tours 
across the interesting stretches of the erstwhile Eussian 
Empire. Ludendorff decided that there remained one 
thing for Germany and only one thing, that was to drive 
at the heart of the Allied armies on the West in the 
desperate hope of defeating her enemies in France be- 
fore it was too late. But it was too late. She failed. 
Now Bulgaria has been lost to her; Allenby is in 
Aleppo, and Turkey is of no avail; while the fictitious 
Austro-Hungarian prop is gone. Germany is alone. 
Arrayed against her is the righteous wrath and the over- 
whelming might of the world. The German people are 
no longer deaf or dumb or blind. The Germany of 
Bismark is passing from the scene. She is defeated in 
a military sense and she is politically defeated. The Ger- 
man Note of October 27 tells the truth. "Far reaching 
changes" . . . "have been carried out and are be- 
ing carried out in the German constitutional structure. 
. . . Peace negotiations are being conducted by a 
peoples' government in whose hands rests, both actually 
and constitutionally, the power to make the deciding 
conclusions. The military powers are also subject to 



it." We believe nothing will happen to disprove the es- 
sential accuracy of these remarkable words. General Lu- 
dendorff, the military brains of Germany, has resigned. 
This resignation has been forced by the new Germany 
now rapidly coming into power. German U-boats fly- 
ing the white flag are returning home. Von"Hinden- 
burg favors peace. The working people are demanding 
a Eepublic. The Kaiser's crown is falling. The day of 
the Pan-German is over. In the language of Maxi- 
milian Harden, the German people "are sitting on the 
ruins of the last thirty years of Hohenzollern politics." 
The Germany against which we have been arrayed is de- 
feated. The crowned heads of the Teuton monarchies 
are face to face once more with the "categorical impera- 
tive," and it is now both categorical and imperative. 

Is there a possibility that the world may yet lose the 
fruits almost now within reach? We shall of course 
press our advantages until the accredited representatives 
of Great Britain, France, Italy, and the United States, 
now in session with their military advisors at Versailles, 
are satisfied that the victory is sufficiently clear. Al- 
though seven months passed between the first attempts 
of M. Thiers to bring about an armistice in the Franco- 
Prussian war and the signing of the peace treaty May 
22, 1871, yet we believe that the armistice, satisfactory 
to General Foch, will soon arrive. The elemental 
sincerity in the "Notes" spread before the world by 
Germany's new men of power lead us to this un- 
avoidable conclusion. The only danger facing us ene- 
mies of "this intolerable thing of which the masters of 
Germany have shown us the ugly face" is the possi- 
bility of entering Germany with the spirit of revenge, 
reprisal and destruction, leveling town for town, wreck- 
ing home for home, wallowing in the very mire the 
stench of which has nauseated a dumbfounded world." 
We do not believe that this will be done. But the pleas 
that such a thing may happen reveal the thing we now 
need to avoid. Should we enter Germany with such re- 
sults, chroniclers of all time will be unable to distinguish 
between the purposes of the Hohenzollerns and the 
merits of her enemies during this tragic period. Such 
an unfortunate denouement of these five years of un- 
paralleled pain would mean the loss, the pathetic loss of 
practically all the rich things we started out to accomp- 
lish for a war-ridden world. If in our attempts to over- 
come Prussian militarism we become Prussian militar- 
ists, we shall have lost the war indeed. 
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If only we who are arrayed against the things for which 
Germany has stood, retain our idealisms efficiently and 
effectively until the peculiar brand of German "welt- 
geist" is no more, if though Germany destroyed Louvain 
we spare Cologne, if though the Teutons have depopu- 
lated innocent sections of France and of Belgium we, 
with full power to destroy, spare women and children to 
the east of the Ehine, if though Germany has passed the 
destroying hand of might over factory, farm and village, 
we, supreme, insist upon law and order and justice, if 
following the red breath of war we go about the business 
of a constructive recreation, Germany punished and 
genuinely penitent, we shall then in very truth have 
wrought pour la victoire integrate. We believe that the 
brave, anxious American fathers and mothers of the two 
million boys now over there may serenely await such a 
victory, for of such is the light which the free nations 
have set before their eyes. 



DEMOCRACY APPLIED 

Probably no fighting men in the history of warfare 
have been so well-looked after as the present Ameri- 
can forces at home and abroad. Never before have such 
antidotes for homesickness, loneliness and depression 
been furnished to military representatives of a nation. 
The club centers, athletic events, theatricals, the "touch 
of real home," all have gone a long way toward making 
a most unnatural environment both normal and whole- 
some. But it must not be overlooked that one of the 
most significant results of the war is the fact that Prot- 
estant and Catholic, Jew and Gentile, can, when faced 
with a real situation, work in friendliest co-operation. 
The realization that the seven organizations indicated 
below are getting together is most encouraging to every 
believer in applied democracy. It needed only the sug- 
gestion of the President that they "unite their forth- 
coming appeals for funds" to precipitate the spirit of 
co-operative humanity which we should have known 
dwells in the heart of the nation. Most divergent inter- 
ests have become one in this the biggest drive for funds 
ever before attempted. Eacial, religious and sectarian 
points of view are here merged into the one big resolution 
to serve. The result is that there is no hut, club house 
or headquarters maintained by any one of these seven 
organizations at which every man wearing an Allied 
uniform is not welcome. Nobody asks him his denomi- 
nation — there is a hearty welcome for him irrespective 
of his religious belief, his race or his social standing. 

These seven agencies will combine during the week 
of November 11 for a War Fund Campaign to raise 
$170,500,000. The budget for each of the organizations 
has been approved by the War Department. All the 



money raised will be divided pro rata according to the 
percentage each of the seven budgets represents. The 
"Drive" has government sanction. The organizations 
for which the fund is to be raised and their budgets fol- 
low: 

Young Men's Christian Association $100,000,000 

Young Women's Christian Association 15,000,000 

National Catholic War Council (including 
work of the Knights of Columbus and 

special war activities for women) 30,000,000 

Jewish Welfare Board 3,500,000 

War Camp Community Service 15,000,000 

American Library Association 3,500,000 

Salvation Army 3,500,000 

Total . , $170,500,000 



JUSTICE BEGINS AT HOME 

AT a time when the American people are going forth 
to promote justice among the nations every evi- 
dence of injustice at home arouses a fear for the future 
of the nation's purpose. The Advocate of Peace has re- 
frained from entering into debates about such matters 
as freedom of speech, conscientious objectors, the liberty 
of the press, and the like, partly because such things 
have no place in time of war, but primarily because of a 
fear that the chief immediate job of winning the war 
might possibly be embarrassed thereby. Partially for 
the same reasons but largely because of a distaste for 
scolding and a feeling of shame at the behavior of 
some of our fellows, we have watched the growing 
opposition to the teaching of the German language 
in our public schools thus far without comment. But 
the persecution of the German language has now 
reached to the open persecution of officials, including a 
government official. Three reasons lead us now to 
speak : one, that the opposition to the teaching of Ger- 
man in our educational institutions is without founda- 
tion in reason; two, that it is due to a peculiarly Ameri- 
can mental strabismus ; and, three, that the criticism in 
this matter of the United States Commissioner of Edu- 
cation is wholly unjust. 

We believe that the language of instruction in all our 
schools of whatever grade should be the English lan- 
guage, and that all students unable to use the English 
language should be taught it as efficiently and rapidly 
as possible. We believe this because the students of our 
schools will naturally find it difficult to understand the 
spirit of our institutions without the ability to read and 
converse in our common tongue. We believe further that 
with the demands upon our elementary schools as they 
are that there is no room in the lower grades for instruc- 
tion in any foreign language which could be worth while. 



